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13:3 Vocabulary 3 

Short Answer 
 
 1. Selective Service Act 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 2. Committee on Public Opinion 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 3. War bonds 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 4. American Expeditionary Force 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 5. The Fourteen Points 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 6. League of Nations 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 7. Treaty of Versailles 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 8. War Guilt Clause 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Name ____________________________________Period ____________Date _____________ 

Survey of U.S. History to 1945 © by David W. Lovell, published by Teaching Point  
as part of the Expert Systems for Teachers™ Series 

141 

Teacher Edition 

13:4 From President Wilson’s War Message to Congress, 
April 2, 1917 

Read the following speech, and submit a 
one-page summary of its content.  

From President Wilson's War Message to 
Congress, April 2, 1917. 

We have no quarrel with the German 
people. We have no feeling towards them 
but one of sympathy and friendship.  It was 
not upon their impulse that their 
government acted in entering this war. It 
was not with their previous knowledge or 
approval.  It was a war determined upon as 
wars used to be determined upon in the 
old, unhappy days when peoples were 
nowhere consulted by their rulers and wars 
were provoked and waged in the interest of 
dynasties or of little groups of ambitious 
men who were accustomed to use their 
fellow men as pawns and tools. Self-
governed nations do not fill their neighbour 
states with spies or set the course of intrigue 
to bring about some critical posture of affairs 
which will give them an opportunity to strike 
and make conquest. Such designs can be 
successfully worked out only under cover 
and where no one has the right to ask 
questions. Cunningly contrived plans of 
deception or aggression, carried, it may be, 
from generation to generation, can be 
worked out and kept from the light only 
within the privacy of courts or behind the 
carefully guarded confidences of a narrow 
and privileged class.  They are happily 
impossible where public opinion commands 
and insists upon full information concerning 
all the nation's affairs.  

A steadfast concert for peace can never be 
maintained except by a partnership of 

democratic nations.  No autocratic 
government could be trusted to keep faith 
within it or observe its covenants. It must 
be a league of honour, a partnership of 
opinion. Intrigue would eat its vitals away; 
the plottings of inner circles who could 
plan what they would and render account 
to no one would be a corruption seated at 
its very heart. Only free peoples can hold 
their purpose and their honour steady to a 
common end and prefer the interests of 
mankind to any narrow interest of their 
own.  

Just because we fight without rancor and 
without selfish object, seeking nothing for 
ourselves but what we shall wish to share 
with all free peoples, we shall, I feel 
confident, conduct our operations as 
belligerents without passion and ourselves 
observe with proud punctilio the 
principles of right and of fair play we 
profess to be fighting for.  

We are now about to accept gauge of 
battle with this natural foe to liberty and 
shall, if necessary, spend the whole force 
of the nation to check and nullify its 
pretensions and its power. We are glad, 
now that we see the facts with no veil of 
false pretence about them, to fight thus for 
the ultimate peace of the world and for 
the liberation of its peoples, the German 
peoples included: for the rights of nations 
great and small and the privilege of men 
everywhere to choose their way of life and 
of obedience. The world must be made 
safe for democracy. Its peace must be 
planted upon the tested foundations of 
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13:4 From President Wilson's War Message to Congress, April 2, 1917. 

political liberty. We have no selfish ends 
to serve. We desire no conquest, no 
dominion. We seek no indemnities for 
ourselves, no material compensation for 
the sacrifices we shall freely make. We are 
but one of the champions of the rights of 
mankind. We shall be satisfied when those 
rights have been made as secure as the 
faith and the freedom of nations can make 
them.  




