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7:4 Web Assignment Creating False Memories 

Go to: http://faculty.washington.edu/eloftus/Articles/sciam.htm 
 

Creating False Memories: Elizabeth Loftus 

Questions: 

1. How has court cases supported the concept that false memories, including rather 
fantastic false memories, can, in some cases, be constructed during psychotherapy? 
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7.4 Creating False Memories 

2.  What is the “misinformation effect,” and how has Loftus demonstrated it in laboratory 
experiments? 
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7.4 Creating False Memories 

3.  How did Loftus and Pickrell demonstrate, in an experiment, that false childhood 
memories can be implanted in adults? 
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7.4 Creating False Memories 

4.  How are imagination exercises sometimes used in police questioning and in 
therapists’ offices to uncover lost memories? How have researchers shown that 
imagination exercises can promote the construction of false memories that are believed 
to be true? 
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7.4 Creating False Memories 

5. How did Nicholas Spanos and his colleagues implant “impossible memories” in 
people, concerning their first day after birth? 
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7.4 Creating False Memories 

6.  In summary, describe the roles that the following play in the construction of false 
memories: (a) social demands; (b) imagination; (c) encouragement not to think about 
whether or not memory constructions are real; and (d) source confusion. 
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