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IB European History Syllabus 

Introduction:  Historical Skills 
 
Lecture I:1   The Historical Process 
Lecture I:2  Analysis of Primary Sources 
Lecture I:3  How Reliable is the Source? 
Assignment I:4  Primary Source Activity 
 
Unit 1:  The Age of Enlightenment 
 
Assignment 1:1  Major Events Timeline 
Assignment 1:2 Personality Presentation  
Lecture 1:3 Renaissance Art 
Lecture 1:4 Humanism 
Lecture 1:5  The Reformation 
Lecture 1:6  The Scientific Revolution 
Assignment 1:7  Effects of Scientific Revolution Thinkers 
Lecture 1:8  The Enlightenment (1650-1800) 
Assignment 1:9  The Enlightenment and Scientific Revolution 
Lecture 1:10  Absolutism 
Assignment 1:11  Arts Group Assignment 
Assignment 1:12  Class Debate 
 
Unit 2:  The French Revolution 
 
Lecture 2:1  Life in the Ancien Regime 
Assignment 2:2  The Three Estates Cahier Analysis 
Lecture 2:3  Background Causes of the French Revolution 
Assignment 2:4  Synthesizing the Information 
Lecture 2:5   The Government(s) of the French Revolution 
Assignment 2:6  The Philosophes in Reality? 
Assignment 2:7  Debate of the Estates 
 
Unit 3:  Napoleon I 
 
Assignment 3:1  Napoleonic Timeline  
Lecture 3:2  Nationalism  
Lecture 3:3  Rise of Napoleon Bonaparte 
Lecture 3:4:  Napoleon the Military General 
Assignment 3:5  The Wars of Napoleon as a Spectator Sport 
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Assignment 3:6  Map Activity 
Lecture 3:7  Napoleon’s Foreign Policies 
Lecture 3:8  Napoleonic Code 
Assignment 3:9  Effects of the Napoleonic Code on France 
Lecture 3:10  Domestic Policies 
Lecture 3:11  The Fall of Napoleon Bonaparte 
Assignment 3:12  Napoleon on Trial 
Assignment 3:13  Congress of Vienna Simulation  
Lecture 3:14 Major Players at The Congress of Vienna  (1814-15) 
Lecture 3:15  The Congress of Vienna Settlement 
 
Unit 4:  Victorian Britain 
 
Lecture 4.1:  The Victorian Era 
Lecture 4.2:  British Foreign Policy 1815-1865 
Lecture 4.3: The Industrial Revolution 
Lecture 4.4:  Industrial Technology 
Lecture 4.5:  Railways 
Lecture 4.6:  The Corn Laws 
Lecture 4.7:    Medical Developments 
Lecture 4.8:  City Life 
Lecture 4.9:  Activism Against Effects of Industrialization 
Lecture 4.10:  Improvement in the Lives of the Working Class 
Lecture 4.11:   Assessment of the Industrial Revolution 
 
Unit 5:  The Conservative Order 
 
Assignment 5.1  Historical Investigation 
Assignment 5.2:  Ideology Comparisons 
Lecture 5.3: Nationalism 
Lecture 5.4:  The Revolutions of Liberal Nationalism 1815-1848 
 
Unit 6: Unification of Italy, Unification of Germany 
 
Assignment 6.1:  Map Exercise 
Lecture 6.2:  The Unification of Italy   
Lecture 6.3:  The Unification of Germany 
Lecture 6.4: Bismarck’s Germany, 1871-1890 
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Unit 7:  Politics to 1914 
 
Assignment 7.1  Country Assignment 
Lecture 7.2 The European Theatre, 1871-1914 
Lecture 7.3  France, 1848  to 1914 
Lecture 7.4  Germany Under Kaiser Wilhelm II 
Lecture 7.5  Austria Hungary  
Lecture 7.6   Russia, 1855-1881  
Lecture 7.7  Russia, 1881-1905 
 
Unit 8:  19th and Early 20th Century European Society 
 
Assignment 8.1:  Nineteenth Century Ideologies  
Assignment 8.2:  Then and Now 
Lecture 8.3  Politics and Social Life  
Lecture 8.4  Industry and Technology 
Lecture 8.5  The Rise of the Middle Class 
Lecture 8.6  Women’s Rights 
Lecture 8.7  Romanticism 
 
Unit 9:  Russian Revolution to the Rise of Stalin 
 
Lecture 9.1  Important Russian History Terminology 
Lecture 9.2  The Revolution of 1905 
Lecture 9.3 The March Revolution 
Assignment 9.4  Visual Literacy 
Lecture 9.5  The October Revolution 
Lecture 9.6  The Civil War 
Lecture 9.7  War Communism and the New Economic Policy 
Lecture 9.8  Historiography of the Russian Revolution 
Lecture 9.9  The Rise of Stalin 
 
Unit 10:  World War One 
 
Assignment 10.1  Map Activity 
Assignment 10.2  A Timeline of World War One 
Assignment 10.3  World War One Group Presentations 
Lecture 10.4   Background Causes of World War One 
Lecture 10.5 The Immediate Cause of World War One 
Lecture 10.6  Total War 
Lecture 10.7  Responsibility for the War: the Historiographical Debate 
Lecture 10.8  Effects of the First World War 
Assignment 10.9  Versailles Simulation Activity 
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Lecture 10.10  The Treaty of Versailles 
Lecture 10.11  The League of Nations 
 
Unit 11:  The Inter-War Years 
 
Assignment 11.1  Timeline of the Inter-War Years (1920-1939) 
Assignment 11.2:  The Great Depression in Photographs 
Lecture 11.3 Fascism 
Lecture 11.4   Mussolini’s Rise to Power 
Lecture 11.5  Post-World War One Germany 
Lecture 11.6  The Rise of Hitler 
Lecture 11.7  Stalinism 
 
Unit 12:  Rise and Rule of Fascist Italy, Nazi Germany, Stalinist Russia 
 
Assignment 12.1  Book Talk 
Assignment 12.2 Comparison of Totalitarian Regimes 
Lecture 12.3  Totalitarianism 
Lecture 12.4  Domestic Policies in Fascist Italy 
Lecture 12.5  Mussolini’s Foreign Policy 
Assignment 12.6  Successes and Failures Under Mussolini 
Lecture 12.7  Important Terminology of Nazi German History 
Lecture 12.8  The Establishment of Nazi Germany 
Lecture 12.9  Economic Policies in Nazi Germany 
Lecture 12.10  Social Life in Nazi Germany 
Lecture 12.11  Stalinist Russia Timeline 1922-1953 
Lecture 12.12  Economics in Stalinist Russia 
Lecture 12.13 Domestic Policies in Stalinist Russia 
Lecture 12.14  The Purges of Stalinist Russia 
Lecture 12.15  Stalin’s Foreign Policies 
Assignment 12.16  Who was the Greatest Leader:  Lenin or Stalin? 
 
Unit 13:  World War Two 
 
Assignment 13.1 World War Two Group Project 
Lecture 13.2  Appeasement 
Assignment 13.3  Long-Term Causes of the Second World War 
Lecture 13.4  Long-Term Causes 
Lecture 13.5 Immediate Causes of the Second World War (1938-1939) 
Lecture 13.6  The Nature of Warfare 
Lecture 13.7  Russia 
Lecture 13.8  The Pacific Theatre 
Lecture 13.9  The Holocaust 
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Lecture 13.10  Historiography of Adolf Hitler 
Lecture 13.11 Wartime Conferences 
Lecture 13.12  The United Nations 
 
Unit 14:  The Cold War and the USSR to 1995 
 
Lecture 14.1 The Cold War Begins 
Assignment 14.2  Debate: Who was Responsible for the Start of the Cold War?  
Lecture 14.3  Historiography of the Cold War 
Assignment 14.4  Cold War Flashpoints 
Lecture 14.5  China Becomes A Communist Nation 
Lecture 14.6  Foreign Policy:  Containment  
Lecture 14.7  Foreign Policy:  Coexistence 
Lecture 14.8  Foreign Policy:  Détente 
Lecture 14.9  The End of the Cold War 
 
Unit 15:  Post World War Two Society 
 
Assignment 15:1  Seminar Presentations 
Lecture 15:2  Post-World War Two Society 
Lecture 15:3  The Nature of Warfare in the Nuclear Age 
Assignment 15:4  Election Simulation to a World Parliament 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


