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Civics Syllabus 
Lesson length: See note before table of contents (previous page) 
  

Unit # Unit Topic  

Unit 1 Cooperative Team and Class Building Activities  
What is Government For?  
Developing a Class Constitution  
Review and Test  

Unit 2 What does it mean to be an American citizen?  
Becoming a Citizen of the United States: Naturalization  
Duties and Responsibilities of Citizenship 
Review and Test  

Unit 3 Principles of Government 
Government Systems and Types 
Federal, Confederation, and Unitary Systems  
Presidential vs. Parliamentary Systems 
Interpreting Editorial Cartoons 
Comparing Media Coverage 
Review and Test  

Unit 4 The Principles of American Democracy  
Comparing American Democracy and Authoritarianism  
Case Study: The Life and Death of Diana, Princess of Wales  
Historical Documents: From Magna Carta to the Constitution 
Early American Government: From Confederation to Federal Republic 
The American Revolution and the Constitution  
The Declaration of Independence 
The Constitutional Convention  
Webquest on the Birth of the American Republic 

Unit 5 Federalism and the Division of Power 
The Structure of American Government 
Federal, State and Local Governments 
Expressed, Concurrent, Reserved and Denied Powers 
Review and Test   

Unit 6 The Separation of Powers  
Three Branches of American Government 
Checks and Balances in the Constitution and Custom 
Review and Test  
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Unit 7 The Bill of Rights  

Key Constitutional Questions on Civil Liberties 
Amendments to the Constitution  
The Amendments and the Amendment Process  
The Civil Rights Movement 
Interpreting Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” Speech 
Review and Test  

Unit 8 The Structure and Function of the Legislative Branch  
The Powers of the Congress 
Special Powers of The House of Representatives and the Senate 
How a Bill Becomes a Law 
gathering Information from a newspaper or Magazine Article 
Review and Test  

Unit 9 The Executive Branch: Structure and Function 
The Presidency in History 
The Executive Branch and Current Events 
Powers and Roles of the Presidency 
Review and Test  

Unit 10 Federal and State Judicial Systems 
Key Powers of the Supreme Court 
Examples of Judicial Review  
Civil and Criminal Law  

Unit 11 The Purpose of Political Parties  
Political Parties Through American History 
Party Platforms Today 
The Democratic vs. Republican Party 
The Political Spectrum 
Elections: The Path to the White House 
How The Electoral College Works 
US Geography and Politics 
Review and Test (Periods 79 and 80) 

Unit 12 U.S. Foreign Policy: Goals and methods 
Foreign Policy in the 20th Century 
Foreign Policy: Keeping a Journal 
The September 11, 2001 Terrorist Attacks 
Review and Test  
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Unit 13 The Decision-Making Process In Business 
How Businesses Are Structured  
The Role of the Federal Government 
Business, Labor and the Economy 
The Federal Reserve: It’s History and Role 
Measuring the Economy 
The Circular Flow Model of Economic Activity 
Types of Economic Systems: Market, Mixed, Command 

 
 
 


