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Activity 7:1 James, The Turn of the Screw 

Read the following selection from the Prologue. What image is James trying to create of the 
Guardian in this passage? 
 

The first of these touches conveyed that the written statement took up the tale at a 
point after it had, in a manner, begun. The fact to be in possession of was therefore that his 
old friend, the youngest of several daughters of a poor country parson, had, at the age of 
twenty, on taking service for the first time in the schoolroom, come up to London, in 
trepidation, to answer in person an advertisement that had already placed her in brief 
correspondence with the advertiser. This person proved, on her presenting herself, for 
judgment, at a house in Harley Street, that impressed her as vast and imposing--this 
prospective patron proved a gentleman, a bachelor in the prime of life, such a figure as had 
never risen, save in a dream or an old novel, before a fluttered, anxious girl out of a 
Hampshire vicarage. One could easily fix this type; it never, happily, dies out. He was 
handsome and bold and pleasant, offhand and gay and kind. He struck her, inevitably, as 
gallant and splendid, but what took her most of all and gave her the courage she afterward 
showed was that he put the whole thing to her as a kind of favor, an obligation he should 
gratefully incur. She conceived him as rich, but as fearfully extravagant--saw him all in a glow 
of high fashion, of good looks, of expensive habits, of charming ways with women. He had 
for his own town residence a big house filled with the spoils of travel and the trophies of the 
chase; but it was to his country home, an old family place in Essex, that he wished her 
immediately to proceed. 
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